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Challenges and Choices and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)  
 

Written Consultation Response 
 
 
 
Name       Daniel Yates 
 
Organisation and Sector   Save the Conwy campaign group 
 
Contact Details   info@savetheconwy.com 

 
River Basin District Response for Western Wales River Basin District 
 
 
Background 
 
River Basin Management is the process we use to make improvements to the water 
environment.  The River Basin Management Plans will be reviewed and revised plans will be 
published in December 2015. Natural Resources Wales is asking what you think the 
significant issues are for the water environment, the best ways to tackle them and what the 
priorities should be. 
 
No one organisation can do it alone. Working across sectors and co-delivering in partnership 
are essential if we are to improve and maintain the water environment in Wales.   

 
This consultation starts on 22 June 2013 and ends on 22 December 2013 and seeks your 
views on:  

 The biggest challenges facing the water environment in Wales 

 The best way to tackle these issues and what should be done first 

 Who we should work with to achieve the environmental outcome 

 
How can I find out more? 

Further information on all of the River Basin Planning consultations is available through the  

Natural Resources Wales1 or the Environment Agency’s websites. 

You can also contact the River Basin Programme Managers for your River Basin District.  

Ceri Jones for the Dee and Western Wales.  Chris Tidridge for the Severn.  

1As of 1 April 2013, the Countryside Council for Wales, Environment Agency Wales and 

Forestry Commission Wales became Natural Resources Wales/Cyfoeth Naturiol  

http://naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/our-work/policy-advice-guidance/water-quality/water-framework-directive/?lang=en
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33248.aspx
mailto:Ceri.Jones@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.gov.uk
mailto:christopher.tidridge@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Challenges and Choices Consultation Questions  
 
The significant issues 
  
1   What do you consider to be the biggest challenges facing waters in your River Basin 
District? 
Many small scale private hydro power schemes operate within the area, providing power for 
farms, small businesses and local communities. They are mostly low impact and in-keeping 
with the historical use of water as a source of power within Snowdonia. We believe recent 
interest in large scale hydro power by foreign or multi-national companies on major rivers 
rather than small tributaries will be detrimental to both the environment and local 
communities. Avoiding the industrialisation of currently free flowing river systems and 
destruction of habitats in the name of renewable energy is a major challenge.  
 
2   Do you agree with our description of how the significant issues are affecting the water 
environment and the local community? Please specify which issue(s) your response refers to 
and provide relevant information to help explain your answer.   
We agree with the descriptions given in the supporting literature. Our response is in regards 
to “Physical modifications” of river systems.  
 
3   How do you think these issues should be tackled, and what would you choose to do first? 
Please specify which issue(s) your response refers to. Please consider any resource 
limitations. 
We believe that NRW should be robust is refusing abstraction licences to hydro power 
projects that fall within certain criteria. These are schemes which: 
 
-Affect a major river (rather than small high gradient tributaries).  
-Create reduced reach on rivers important for migratory fish. 
-Affect habitats protected by a SSSI designation (including areas indirectly affected by 
changes in natural flow patterns). 
-Prevent or reduce existing recreational activity (such as angling, kayaking/canoeing and 
rambling). 
- Affect a river with a high level of importance to the tourism industry of local communities.  
-Result in the status of a major free following river being changed to “Highly Modified”  
-Affect the hydromorphology of a river system particularly in reference to sediment transfer. 
-Lie within areas classified as “Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty” 
 
4   Who should we work with to achieve the environmental outcome?  
Local communities, recreational users including anglers, canoeists and wild swimmers, local 
businesses reliant on the river for their livelihood (outdoor centres, accommodation providers 
etc) 
 
The catchments 
   
5    How are the significant issues in a catchment affecting the water environment and the 
local community ?  Please specify which catchment(s) your response refers to and provide 
relevant information to help explain your answer.  

Our response is relevant to the whole basin area but as a group we are concerned with the 
Conwy catchment. This catchment is currently subject to a proposal for a run of river scheme 
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stretching from above Conwy falls to the confluence with the river Lledr. Our meeting with 
the developers has led us to believe this is only the first of many schemes planned in the 
West Wales Basin. 

 

6     How do you think the challenges affecting each catchment should be tackled and what 
would you choose to do first? Please specify which catchment(s) your response refers to. 
Please consider any resource limitations.  

We believe our issue of concern regarding use of the Conwy river catchment, and other 
catchments in the basin can be tackled by NRW  being robust in granting abstraction 
licenses as detailed above. NRW already has the resources and ability to do this.  

 

 

 

Strategic Environmental Assessment Consultation Questions 
 
 
 
1    Do you agree that we are focused on the key environmental effects? 
On the whole yes. We believe the use of rivers as a recreational resource and the ability of 
people to access a “wild place” through their use should be an important factor in any 
decision.  

 
2     Is there any other information that we should be taking into account as part of the 
assessment? 
The history of run of river hydro power projects and their negative impacts on both the 
environment and local communities in British Columbia is relevant to proposed schemes 
here. 


